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of all the extraordinarily large bed that had been made to order, and which Mr. Wilson had especially desired. During his illness he had become accustomed to what, in the White House, is known as the "Lincoln bed", which measures eight feet six inches, by six feet two inches. Weeks before we had ordered a duplicate which had been delivered only the day before. On the wall above this bed hung a long silk banner my husband always valued. It had been presented to him in New York by an Italian artist on one of our trips there during the War. The banner, about six feet in length, shows the Stars and Stripes flung wide to the breeze from a standard running the length of the silk. Before this stands, with wings outstretched, a great American eagle. The whole is done with a bold brush, and the effect is exhilarating.
Over a door was hung the original of the Red Cross poster called "The Greatest Mother in the World". Every school child of the war era was familiar with that poster, which revealed a virile woman with arms outstretched to protect a wounded soldier, her crimson cape thrown back, showing the Red Cross on a white uniform, her eager compassionate eyes yearning over senseless suffering, her firm Hps set, as though no thing should daunt them "till it's over over there."
On the mantel was the empty brass shell which had held the first shot fired by the American troops in the World War. And of course there were books and books.
But the finest surprise of all was Miss Ruth Powderly, in white cap and uniform, standing by the door to greet us. By rights she had no business there, being a navy nurse, paid by the Government. Once out of office, Mr. Wilson was not entitled to retain her, even though he should assume the expense. She had insisted, however, on coming "just to stay until you get settled". It was a comfort to have this capable, dignified girl; and a real loss to t-Mnlc of giving her up. But my husband was inexorable. Deeply as he appreciated her devotion, and much as her service meant to him, he said she could not stay except for the moment.